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SPECIAL  JULY  2016  ED IT ION

SHOCKING HOUSING NEWS FOR CUFFLEY!
See page 2 and 3 of this special edition

Also in this special edition, the latest news on the Village 
Day and the Leefe Robinson Commemoration Events:
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Village Day  
Gets Closer! 
 It’s going to be a fun event 

for everyone of any age and 
with a huge turn out 
expected from both our 
villages and further afield it’s 
a date for your diary. 

• Zip Wire Thrills - you know 
you want to have a go! 

• Try Out A Sport 
• Tug Of War 
• Scavenger Hunt 
• Vintage & Custom Cars 

• Dog Show 
• Live Music  
• Food & Licensed Bar 

  29 local clubs, societies & 
charities already confirmed - 
it’s your chance to find out all 
that’s happening in our 
community and how you too 
can get involved. 
 We still have a few limited 
spaces, so if your club, 
society or charity would like 
to be included please send 
an email to Sally Pollitt – 
sally.pollitt@ntlworld.com 

 Health and exercise advice 
in our Healthy Village Tent 
including some skin health 
advice after a summer of 
British sun!  
 This is just a small taster of 
the many events with more 
to be announced soon. 

 Watch this space as the full 
programme unfolds. More 
exciting news in the next 
edition of Update. 

See You In September! 
Northaw & Cuffley Parish Council

NORTHAW & CUFFLEY 
VILLAGE DAY  

3RD SEPTEMBER 2016

Local Plan Timeline

Review responses to Local Plan 
consultation and further technical work

Autumn 2015 - Winter 2016

Complete evidence, site assessments 
and duty to co-operate work

Draft final Local Plan

Spring 2016

Consultation on Proposed submission 
Local Plan

Summer 2016

Review responses to consutation and 
submit for examination

Winter 2016

Examination in Public

Spring 2017

Examination Inspector’s Report  
and Adoption

Summer 2017

È

È

È

È

È
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Hundreds of new homes planned for Cuffley
Letter from the Parish Council Chairman, Councillor Bob Stubbs

In this special edition of Update I want to put the community on notice of the plans that Welwyn Hatfield 
Borough Council, WHBC, are proposing for new housing development in Northaw and Cuffley.

The good news is that no new housing development is proposed for Northaw. The bad news is that 
circa 400 new homes are proposed to be built on greenbelt sites in Cuffley in the next 10 years or so. 
This will increase the population of Cuffley by circa 30%.

We have been aware for over two years of WHBC’s emerging proposals which up to June were for 
circa 190 new homes – the major sites being 120 units next to Greenfields and 30 units at the end of 
the Meadway. The Parish Council has always accepted that there would have to be development on 
the Greenbelt and has not opposed the allocation of 190 additional units.

As part of the Local Plan development process WHBC are required to quantify their assessment of 
Housing Needs for the next twenty years and there is Government Guidance on the methodology and 
data sources to be used. It is important to recognise that the assessment of need is not the same 
as demand; the assessed need should reflect the needs of local businesses in terms of homes for 
workers as well as natural population growth. WHBC have computed that their area requires circa 
13,000 new homes over the next twenty years.

In early 2015 the Parish Council engaged expert planning consultants to review the projection of a 
need for 13,000 new homes and they concluded that 13,000 was an over estimate of need. The 
methodology underlying the computation takes historic trends and extrapolates them forward. In this 
case the WHBC methodology is flawed for the following reasons:

•   In the last 10 to 15 years major residential development took place on redundant aerospace sites. 
These once off historic opportunities will not reoccur in the next 20 years

•  In the last decade there was a once off surge in international immigration which will not reoccur

•   In the last decade there was a significant increase in student numbers as a result of university 
expansion which will not reoccur

The above once off historic events are factored into the WHBC projections and are effectively 
assumed to reoccur and result in the over statement of need. This distortion and flaw can also be 
seen in comparative analysis of other Local Authorities needs assessment. For instance a comparison 
with Broxbourne shows that WHBC are projecting that its population will grow at twice the rate of 
Broxbourne’s, there is no obvious rationale behind the disparity apart from a flawed methodology.

We raised the above and other issues in a 14-page letter to WHBC over a year ago and have as yet 
received no response. You can download and read this on the Parish Council Website –  
www.northawcuffleypc.org.uk

The WHBC Local Plan, including the need for 13,000 additional units, will be considered at a Public 
Enquiry in early 2017 where an independent inspector appointed by the Secretary of State will 
review the draft Local Plan in detail and hear objections. The inspector will make recommendations 
to the Secretary of State who will ultimately agree or otherwise the Local Plan. WHBC will at the 
Public Enquiry need to justify all assumptions and I will be proposing that the Parish Council make 
formal objections at the Public Enquiry which if agreed by the Parish Council will be presented to the 
inspector by the Parish Council’s retained expert planning consultants and barristers.
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We are aware of similar arguments being put to inspectors at similar Public Enquiries and being 
successful, putting the case before the inspector is therefore not an academic or hopeless exercise. 
The whole point of the Public Enquiry is to provide a forum where WHBC can be challenged.

Currently the WHBC leadership and Councillors are taking the line that they have no choice as it is 
“Government policy”. This is not an accurate representation of the position. Government no longer 
sets targets for individual local authorities and WHBC have some flexibility in how they interpret data 
and use the standard methodology to assess future housing needs. The WHBC area is 80% greenbelt 
and an over estimate of housing needs results in unjustifiable greenbelt development, which is the 
case currently.

Our recently elected WHBC ward Councillors stood on a ticket to protect the greenbelt and it is 
important that the Parish Council and the local electorate hold them to their election promises. It can 
be no coincidence that the news of the new allocation of 400 units was postponed until after the 
recent local elections. 

The headline number of 400 additional units is not the only bad news. Within the 400 allocation are 
two new additional sites, Wells Farm and the front portion of the Metropolis site, both on the west 
side of Northaw Road opposite the tennis courts. When considering greenbelt sites for development 
typically planners look for natural boundaries which will prevent subsequent development creep. For 
instance the site next to Greenfields is bounded by a road, a public footpath, a railway and existing 
development. The two new sites on the west of Northaw Road have no natural boundaries. This will 
inevitably result in development creep over the next 20 years up the hill round the back of the existing 
development all the way to the Ridgeway. This will result in the development of thousands of houses 
which will fundamentally change the nature of Cuffley. 

Our neighbouring local authority, Broxbourne, also has draft plans which will result in a significant 
increase in housing numbers around Goffs Oak and Hammond Street which will give rise to a major 
increase in traffic through Cuffley and strain on rail services. It is clear that the cumulative impact of 
development in Cuffley and the local area will have a very severe impact on the environment and 
quality of life of all residents.

The Parish Council understands the need for additional housing but the scale and associated risks of 
the current WHBC proposals are unacceptable as they will fundamentally change Cuffley. 

We will be meeting with our WHBC ward Councillors in the near future and be holding one or more 
public meetings. If you wish to attend to attend our meetings please watch out for notices from the 
Parish Council, SCANGB and the Residents Association. We will produce another Update in August 
which will contain further details.

In the meantime if you wish to make any observations please write to our three WHBC ward 
Councillors and local MP, whose contact details are below:

Councillor Iren Dene  irene.dean@welhat.gov.uk 
42 New Park Road, Newgate Street Village. SG13 8RF. Tel: 01707 873 211

Councillor Bernard Sarson  bernard.sarson@welhat.gov.uk  
69 Selwyn Crescent, Hatfield. AL10 9NW. Tel: 01707 266 836

Councillor George Michaelides  george.michaelides@welhat.gov.uk  
19 Great North Road, Brookmans Park, Hatfield. AL9 6LB. Tel: 01707 644 221

Charles Walker OBE MP charles.walker.mp@parliament.uk   
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA. Constituency Office: 01992 479972
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THE AIRSHIP VC: Lieutenant William Leefe Robinson
The Parish Council is pleased to 
confirm the timetable for Saturday 
3rd September when we will 
commemorate the precise 100th 
anniversary of shooting down of the  
first German Airship to be brought  
down on British soil and which came 
to earth alongside what is now East 
Ridgeway. It is important to understand 
the significance of this event. During 
1915 and 1916 German Airships 
had caused many deaths and much 
damage in their overnight raids and the 
British people believed these Airships 
were invincible and nick named them 
‘baby killers’. As a result of this action 
morale of British people was much 
boosted and became a turning point 
in the War. Lieutenant Robinson had 
developed a new way of shooting at  
the Airships and consequently two 
other Airships, both Zeppelins, were 
brought down within four weeks, one 
in Billericay, and the other in Potters 
Bar. The two Royal Flying Corps 
Pilots from the same Squadron as 
Leefe Robinson were awarded the 
Distinguished Service Order.

10:30  Brief ceremony at the 
Memorial on East Ridgeway

12:00  Unveiling of memorial plaque 
in Millennium Gardens

12:15-12:45 (approx) Fly-past of a reproduction WW1 aircraft of the type flown by Leefe 
Robinson, and fly-past of WW2 Dakota Aircraft from The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight 
(subject to weather).

12:45  Speeches and Commemoration service in St Andrews Church

14:45  Matinee performance of The Cuffley VC* in Cuffley Hall by Cuffley Operatic Society  
(a musical play on the life and times of Leefe Robinson and includes songs and dance  
from WW1) 

*Tickets for the show at £14 Adults and £10 children are available from Anne Rule 01707 888415 and 
07845 260147. The show also has performances at 19:45 on 1st, 2nd and 3rd September.

Lt. Leefe Robinson in his BE2c aircraft after the event. The 
two ground crew are displaying the centre section of the upper 
plane which Leefe Robinson inadvertently shot away.

The Schutte Lanz airship under construction in Germany. 
Thought to be the SL13, this was a sister ship to the SL11 shot 
down at Cuffley. Schutte Lanz airships differed from Zeppelins 
insofar that their frames were constructed of wood and wire, 
whereas those of Zeppelins were of aluminium, hence the 
enormous blaze when the SL11 was shot down.
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Residents and their Families are 
warmly invited to attend both the 
unveiling in Station Road and the 
commemorations in St Andrews 
Church led by The Rev Rachel 
Phillips – but we emphasise the 
limited space especially around the 
unveiling ceremony.

Amongst our Official Guests will 
be Mr Howard Guard, Deputy 
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire; Sir 
Freddie Sowrey, retired Air Marshal 
of the RAF; Charles Walker OBE MP; 
Mr David Lloyd, Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Hertfordshire; Air 
Commodore Christopher Moore 
representing the RAF; Steffan 
Handrick, Naval Attaché of the 
German Embassy; Members of 
Leefe Robinson’s Family; also one 
‘surprise guest’ who we hope to 
welcome on the day. 

A WW1 Exhibition will be held in 
Cuffley Hall with emphasis on the heroic deeds by William Leefe Robinson who was awarded the 
Victoria Cross by King George V at Windsor Castle .The exhibition will contain many historic items 

supported by a power-point display on a 
continuous loop telling the events of 2/3 
September 1916, also on show will be small 
parts of the crashed Airship – Schutte Lanz 
SL11. Opening times:

Monday 5th September opening ceremony 
at 17:00, until 19:00

Tuesday 6th September until Friday 9th 
September, 11:00-19:00 daily.

Booklets, model kits of the original BE2c 
aircraft flown by Leefe Robinson, and 
souvenir pencils will be on sale throughout.

We welcome visits from local schools, 
societies and organisations.

Any queries should be addressed to Cllr. 
Peter Dace who we have asked to Chair 
a Committee to plan all commemorations: 
peterdace@btinternet.com
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Is the price of building expansion 
the loss of community?
Northaw and Cuffley Village Day 3rd September will showcase, what 
makes a community and how you can get involved with it. 

Thirty of our local clubs, charities, organisations and now businesses are pulling together to  
give you a day to remember. Activities to suit all ages will be on offer as well as great food and 
drink. You can follow who is joining in and what they are offering by following us on Twitter  
@NCVillageDay or email us at: NorthawandCuffleyVillageday@gmail.com or through the 
Parish Website.

Live music will include, tribal drumming, brass band and some jazz, and there will be live theatre 
with Macbeth and his wife treading the boards in the main arena. If you fancy your chances at the 
Tug of War, get a team registered. You could be the first winner of the Northaw and Cuffley Tug of 
War Trophy, and win some prizes as well.

There will be plenty of chances for you to try out a sport with tennis tasters, football, dodge ball, 
volley ball and table tennis all on offer.

Cuffley Horticultural Society will be running their Annual show in the marquee and will also be 
running a plant pot sculpture competition, look out for details coming soon.

Artists with paint and with flowers will be demonstrating their skills so find out how you can learn.

Several charities will be running fundraising stalls and want to tell you more about their work.

We will be running a Health Tent so if you want a foot check or are worried about that mole after a 
summer of sun, pop in and see the friendly health professionals in a relaxed setting.

Programmes will be coming through your door at the beginning of August; don’t throw it away 
as it has all the contact details of your local organisations and if you bring the programme to the 
announcers table you will be given a lucky ticket and may win a great prize.

We are hoping to run an informal dog and pet show so if you know of anyone who would help us 
with that please contact us.

If you would like to get involved, either volunteering on the day, or running a stall or activity, it is not 
too late. Get in touch!

Make sure you get the date into your diaries for this great day, come and 
support your local organisations and maybe join some of them.



7

U P D A T E  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 5

Village Day  
Gets Closer! 
 It’s going to be a fun event 
for everyone of any age and 
with a huge turn out 
expected from both our 
villages and further afield it’s 
a date for your diary. 

• Zip Wire Thrills - you know 
you want to have a go! 

• Try Out A Sport 
• Tug Of War 
• Scavenger Hunt 
• Vintage & Custom Cars 

• Dog Show 
• Live Music  
• Food & Licensed Bar 

  29 local clubs, societies & 
charities already confirmed - 
it’s your chance to find out all 
that’s happening in our 
community and how you too 
can get involved. 
 We still have a few limited 

spaces, so if your club, 
society or charity would like 
to be included please send 
an email to Sally Pollitt – 
sally.pollitt@ntlworld.com 

 Health and exercise advice 
in our Healthy Village Tent 
including some skin health 
advice after a summer of 
British sun!  
 This is just a small taster of 

the many events with more 
to be announced soon. 

 Watch this space as the full 
programme unfolds. More 
exciting news in the next 
edition of Update. 

See You In September! 
Northaw & Cuffley Parish Council

NORTHAW & CUFFLEY 
VILLAGE DAY  

3RD SEPTEMBER 2016



U P D A T E  J U L Y  2 0 1 6

NORTHAW & CUFFLEY VILLAGE DAY
PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS

The 1st Cuffley Scouts 

The Cuffley Guides

Northaw & Cuffley Residents’ 
Association

Northaw Village School

The Cuffley Horticultural Society

Northaw Community Orchard

Cuffley Industrial Heritage

Northaw WI

Cuffley Homemakers

Northaw & Cuffley  
Lawn Tennis Club

Cuffley Football Club

The Rotary Club

Welwyn Hatfield Sports & Physical 
Activity Alliance

The Cuffley Rugby Club

Cuffley Karate Club

Froebel Family Support Group

St Andrews & St Thomas  
a Becket Churches

Parkinson’s UK Local Branch

The Local MS Branch

Friends of Cancer UK

Four Corners Pre School

Hertfordshire Police

Northaw & Cuffley  
Bowling Club

Cuffley Operatic Society

The Health Tent

Cuffley School

The Royal Veterinary College

Squiggles Pre School, Northaw

Northaw 1st Scouts

SCANGB

Friends of Northaw Great Wood

RSPB

Cuffley Players

Isobel Hospice

Cuffley Art Society

Cuffley Floral Art Club

Dave and Diane Vintage Cars  
& Vehicles

Claire Charalombous Jewellery

Jesus Hooligan

North London Brass Band Network

Potters Bar Film Makers

Cuffley Library

Cuffley Village Surgery

NHS Dermatology

Hertfordshire Community  
Health Service

Salepick Pharmacy

Dance Studio

Farmers Market Stalls

Various Local  
Commercial Businesses


